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A New Role for the 
Ballarat Tramway Preservation Society 

By William F. Scott 

After twenty years of providing, essentially, 
historical, educational and tourist services in the 
Botanic Gardens area of Wendouree Parade, The 
Society has assumed a new role as provider of 
park-and-ride facilities in connection with the 
Ballarat Begonia Festival, held annually in March. 

For the Festival's 41st year, in 1993, a new 
Directress was appointed by the Begonia Festival 
Board, who was previously involved with the 
Melbourne Moomba Festival. She heralded tighter 
detailed budgets, rationalisations and some new 
emphases. 

One result of the re-examination was 
consideration that at busy times there were too 
many motor vehicles in Wendouree Parade in the 
general vicinity of the Botanic Gardens, the focal 
point of the Festival. Accordingly, some 
alternative arrangements should be made 
regarding motor traffic, to return the Festival to 
the people, there was also the matter of road 
safety. 

The Festival Committee decided that motor 
vehicles would have to be parked in neighbouring 
streets or on the North and South Gardens 

Motor vehicles being directed by volunteers from the Scouts into South Gardens 
Reserve, thus keeping the centre of festival activities in the Botanic Gardens area free if 
traffic. The only exceptions were for festival organisers, performers and the disabled. A 
similar arrangement was in place at North Gardens Reserve .WILLIAM F SCOTT 
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Car 27 parked on the depot access track, Monday 14 March 1994, shortly before the procession 
of floats commenced to pass along wendouree Parade, while sections of the main line were 
crowded over with spectators. The route board displays "Direct to Begonias" . WILLIAM FSCOTT 

The Carlton and United Breweries Clydesdales are always a firm favourite. Two of these 
magnificent steeds would be just the ticket for the Society's horse-drawn tram. Two tramcars on 
the loop are just visible 
WILLIAM F SCOTT 
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Hundreds of balloons were released in Wendouree Parade near Lake Lodge to mark 
commencement of the procession, principally of floats. The density of the crowd can be 
gauged from this view, Two tramcars on the loop are just visible. WILLIAM F SCOTT 

Reserves and therefore outside the principal 
activities arena. The only exceptions would be for 
festival officers, performers and the disabled. 

The Society had become a member of the 
Ballarat Begonia Festival Association following 
appointment of the new Directress, and its 
Representative offered to render park-and-ride 
services to and from the Reserves. The Directress 
thought that this was an excellent concept and 
adopted it. The scheme had its genisis in 1993 
with fine tuning taking place for the present year. 

The new service has settled in well this year and 
was made available from 10.00am to 6.00pm on 
the two weekends of the festival period of March 
4th to 14th, including Labour Day Monday 14 
March. A special one-way fare applied to or from 
the reserve carparks, of 50c adult and 30c child. 
The regular tramway service ran on all the other 
days except Friday 4 March. 

The procession, principally of floats, was, as 
always, the highlight of events and took place on 
Labour Day, from 12.30pm for almost an hour. 
Wendouree Parade was lined with an estimated 
30,000 people, one of the largest attendances in 
years. 

For the first time, a commentary was heard right 
along the route, giving a description of each float 
as it passed by, whereas previously this feature 
was only for the VIP section outside Lake lodge. 

Two tramcars, numbers 33 and 38, were parked 
temporarily on the loop and filled with observers 
for whom they gave a grandstand view of the 
procession. 

Loadings were very good on the trams with a 
total of 4860 passengers for this year's festival 
period, showing an increase over last year. The 
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Car 38 turning back short of the northern 
terminus at St Aidans Drive. A motor car, which 
can be seen ahead of the tramcar (and in the 
photogaph at right), had been simply left across 
Wendouree Parade near North Gardens Reserve, 
as if abandoned, with seemingly no attempt to 
position it on the other side of the footpath where 
other vehicles were responsibly parked. The 
tramway service was thereby blocked, short of the 
terminus. The vehicle had to be bounced off the 
track in time for spectators wanting the tramway 
service for returning to their own motor cars. 
WILLIAM F SCOTT 

second Sunday gave the Society its highest daily 
patronage since 1975. 

Ballarat Tramway's new role is set to continue 
indefinitely and allows a relaxed pedestrian mall 
atmosphere with the virtual absence of motor 
vehicles. 
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HERE AND THERE 
NEWS ITEMS OF INTEREST FROM ALL OVER 

Melbourne - Trams 

The first four trams painted for the city loop 
service are 728, 842, 925 and 1000. They may be 
modified for driver only operation (as other Ws 
may also be modified) before the loop service 
begins in April. The workshops have committed 
to have a further four trams, making a total of 
eight, ready for service by that date. These are 
likely to be 866, 909, 957 and 1020. The selection 
of whether a tram is to be painted for the city 
circle service, or painted in standard colours, is 
only made at the last minute on completion of 
overhaul work. Each car is being road-tested 
500km before entering service. No further trams 
other than 728 are having their Clyde controllers 
replaced. 

Cars 888 and 928 have become the last W class 
cars to be painted in Met colours. Starting with car 
953, all further W class repaints will be in the 

M&MTB green and cream with gold lining. 

All trams up to 2132 (the last) have been 
delivered from ABB. 2128 is being prepared for 
service - but very slowly, as labour is 
concentrated on other jobs. It will probably be a 
couple of months before all B2 cars are in service. 

As at mid-February 1994, the 39 cars in store at 
North Melbourne comprised 14 SW5 class, 7 W5, 
14 W6 and 4 W7 class cars. Sixty seven trams are 
in store at Newport Workshops. These are 2 W5, 
43 SVV5, 17 W6 and 5 W7 class cars. 

One hundred and ten W cars are to be retained in 
service. The list of cars concerned is still subject 
to change. Six additional cars are to be added to 
the heritage fleet. These are 754, 759, 821, 840, 
850 and 851. 

As at 2 February 1994, Melbourne's passenger 
tram fleet was allocated to eight depots as follows: 

W6 class car 971 leaves Preston Workshops for overhaul at ABB's plant at Dandenong. 
The low-loader had just delivered B2 class 2227, 5 November 1993. KEITH KINGS 
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W6 class 971 stands in the yard at ABB's Dandenong works on 1 December 
1993. D JOHNSON 

Brunswick: Three SW5 class, thirteen SW6 class, 
one W7 class, fourteen Zl class, three Z3 class, 
twenty-four B2 class. 

Camberwell: Five Zl class, thirty-five Z3 class, 
one Bl class, ten B2 class. 

East Preston: Five SW5 class, one W5 class, nine 
SW6 class, two W6 class, thirteen W7 class, one 
Zl class, thirty-six B2 class. 

Essendon: Fifty-one Z3 class, twenty-seven B2 
class. 

Glenhuntly: Five SW5 class, thirteen SW6 class, 
five W6 class, eight W7 class, thirty-six Zl class, 
seven Z3 class. 

Kew: Twenty-eight Al class, forty-two A2 class. 

Malvern: Eight SW5 class, thirty-seven SW6 

B2 class car 2132, the last of the order for 130 class B2 articulated trams, 
arrives at Preston Workshops on a low-loader. It is being backed into the 
unloading dock at approximately 11.00am on 22 December 1993. KEITH KINGS 
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A view of the new Elizabeth Street terminus taken from the Flinders Street 
end with B2 class 2105 and Z3 class 172 on 9 December 1993 DAVID WHITE 

class, seven W6 class, six W7 class, forty-one Zl 
class, eight Z2 class, fourteen Z3 class. 

South Melbourne: Eleven SW5 class, twenty-five 
SW6 class, three W7 class, two Zl class, six Z2 
class, five Z3 class, one Bl class, twenty-six B2 
class. 

On 4 March, modernised Zl class 67 returned 
to its duties as the nights-and-weekends Moreland 
Road shuttle, commonly known to tram crews as 
the "Tango". 

The National Trust of Victoria has again been 
involved in the W class tram controversy on two 
counts. The first was to fight the planned 
reduction of W class cars in regular service to 51, 
backing their assertion with a report from Ove 
Arup, commissioned by the Trust last year, which 
found it would be cheaper to retire some of the Z 
class trams, which entered service between 1975 
and 1979, than retire the W class trams. This was 
because modern trams were designed to be 
replaced every 30 years, but the W class cars, 

because of their less complex engineering, could 
be overhauled indefinitely. The Government 
based its decision to retire the W class cars on a 
report by consultancy firm, INDEC, and a report 
by the Corporation based on the INDEC figures. 

The Trust's second involvement occurred when 
the first of the City Tram Circle cars was viewed 
by the press. The cars for this service are being 
painted in a shade of deep red with a cream band. 
The Trust argued in favour of traditional colours. 

The recommended reduction to just 51 W class 
cars in normal service should take place by 
October. It would appear that this target can only 
be reached if Swanston Street services are 
reviewed, presumably reduced. 

Melbourne - Ticketing 

Trials are continuing with the on-board tram 
ticket vending machines. Problems continue to 
arise - and are eventually solved. The latest 
problem to appear is that every time the tram went 

Hi 
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Two photos taken on the last night of operation of North Fitzroy Depot, received too late 
for our last issue, show (above) B2 class 2038 about to turn into the depot via the south 
curve and (below) B2 class 2125, the last car to enter the depot, at 12.35am on 19 
December 1993. Both JEFF BOUNDS 



MAY 1994 TROLLEY WIRE 

through a section insulation in the overhead, the 
date set in the ticket machine changed to the next 
day. 

As far as the tram system is concerned, 
Camberwell Depot will be the first depot to 
receive AFC equipment. It is planned that the 
introduction of automated ticketing on the Met 
system will commence in August/September 
1994. Other depots will follow over an 18 month 
period. 

Onelink is the preferred tenderer to install, 
maintain and market Melbourne's new ticketing 
system. It combines the expertise of three leading 
Australian companies: ERG Australia, an 
Australian telecommunications and electronic 
ticketing supplier; Fujitsu Australia Ltd, the 
Australian subsidiary of one of the world's largest 
communications and telecommunication 
companies; and Mayne Nickless Ltd, a major 
Australian-owned and Melbourne-based 
international company specialising in security and 
transport systems. 

Melbourne - Tram Services 

After a hurried job converting the overhead for 
pantograph operation between Hawthorn Depot 
and Batman Avenue, B class trams from 
Camberwell Depot handled all the extra services 
for the National Tennis Centre starting 18 
January. 

On 25 January, hot weather buckled rails which 
had been cleared of concrete for the 
Latrobe/Swanston Streets junction. Swanston 
Street services were delayed for several hours 
during the afternoon. At the same time, a similar 
problem occurred in the old southern portion of St 
Georges Road on route 11. 

On 18 February, up to five B class trams were 
transferred to the old North Fitzroy Depot. These 
cars provided a service from East Brunswick to 
Gertrude Street during the track relay work 
carried out at the Victoria and Nicholson Streets 
intersection over the weekend 19/20 February. 

Trams in storage. A view of W5 class 763, SW5 class 784 and 681 in the east block 
of Newport Railway Workshops on 10 January 1994. JEFF BOUNDS 
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Two views showing the installation of the new curves at Latrobe and Swanston Streets 
on 6 February 1994. RAY MARSH 
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The Inner Metropolitan Regional Association 
released a study into public transport during 
February claiming a drop of 19% in public 
transport patronage during 1993. The report 
claims ridership on trams fell by 9%, trains 4% 
and buses 6%. The percentage loss within each 
mode was not stated. The loss is in contrast to a 
1% to 2% increase in employment, and increases 
in retail sales and road traffic volume. The report 
stated reduced timetables and frequencies had had 
a dramatic impact on service standards and 
patronage. The 13% fare increase during the year 
did not help. 

In an attempt to reverse this trend, an overhaul of 
services operating through the city is being carried 
out. The Bourke Street services are the first to 
receive attention. On route 86, most trams which 
terminated at Latrobe University have been 
extended to Bundoora. As the same number of 
trams are being used, a slight reduction of service 
frequency between the university and the city has 
resulted. As the line is now fully operated by 
articulated B class trams, the overall seating 
capacity is still greater than when operated with 
the older Z class cars. 

Route 96 was also altered, with an off-peak 
frequency of 7_ minutes between Exhibition and 
St Kilda. The East Brunswick end of the route has 
been reduced from 12 to 15 minutes, quite a 
difference to the 6 minute frequency enjoyed up to 
the introduction of light rail services in late 1987. 

Light rail stops and shelter sheds, some badly 
graffittied, have been repainted. Weed clearing 
has also been carried out. A new style of tram stop 
has been installed throughout. Most importantly, 
adequate running times have been established, 
making a reliable service once again possible, at 
least on week days. The frequent use of a city 
"block" car would, however, indicate that route 86 
still has some running time problems. 

When this news was prepared in early April, no 
announcement had been made as to the 
commencement date for the new City Circle tram 
service. Transport Minister Alan Brown, 
understandably, wants to make that announcement 
himself once all construction work is complete. 
Work is progressing on the installation of safety 
zones and electric-operated points. Some details 
can only be reported once the service is in 
operation, but it is certain that the W cars to be 
used on the service will be driver-only, with a 
recorded voice giving information along the way. 

TROLLEY WIRE 

It is expected that the service will be free, thus 
fulfilling the Government's election promise to 
provide free inner city tram travel. Trams for the 
service will operate out of South Melbourne 
Depot. As the service has been promoted as a 
tourist route, it is curious that there will be no 
conductors to answer the questions of the tourists. 

Melbourne - Track and Overhead 

The first months of 1994 have seen a flurry of 
trackwork activity mainly on the City Tram 
Circle. On the night of 2/3 February, a new 
crossover was installed in Swanston Street just 
north of Latrobe Street. The crossover was 
concreted at this time and the overhead was 
installed soon after. 

The following weekend, 5/6 February, the curves 
between these two streets were laid. They are 
from Latrobe Street (eastbound) to Swanston 
Street (northbound, and not southbound as 
previously reported).These curves will not see use 
until the City Circle service is officially opened. 

The weekend of 19/20 February saw 
commencement of stage one of new curves at 
Nicholson and Victoria Streets. A new three-way 
junction is being installed in Nicholson Street 
south of, and turning left and right into, Victoria 
Street. A fortnight later the second stage was 
installed, in Victoria Street west of, and turning 
left and right into, Nicholson Street. On both 
occasions, buses transferred passengers between 
Gertrude and Russell Streets. Buses were used 
each night the following week after 7.00pm while 
overhead work took place. It is not known why 
this disruption to service was necessary in view of 
the comparatively small extent of the work, which 
included renewal of some of the existing overhead 
and fittings at this intersection, and the easy time 
scale for completion of the work. 

Continuing well into February was the track 
relay in Domain Road. Also at weekends, track 
relaying has commenced from Kew Depot 
entrance in Barkers Road back to towards the city. 
This job was carried out by contractors, who 
relaid one section so badly that about 100 metres 
had to be dug up out of the concrete again the 
following week and relaid once more. On the 
weekend of 19/20 March, while the above work 
was proceeding, the Met track gang relaid the 
section in Barkers Road between the depot 
junction and High Street South, beside the depot 
itself. During these weekends of trackwork, a 
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Latrobe Street at the intersection with Swanston Street looking west on the morning of 
6 February 1994. The construction of the new east-to-north and south-to-west curves 
had commenced the previous weekend. RAY MARSH 

number of tram drivers attempted to leave the 
depot via the normal route, instead of the line 
along the lane at the far side of the depot, and 
promptly found themselves on a dead section of 
overhead! 

Melbourne - Tramway Staff 

Last July, the Government commenced hiring 
contract tram conductors, initially to fill the void 
caused by the departure of staff taking early 
retirement packages. One depot, South 
Melbourne, in less than twelve months, consists 
entirely of contract conductors. Permanent 
conductors have been promoted to driver or 
resigned, a turnover of over 100 employees in less 
than twelve months. Other depots do not appear to 
have such a high turnover rate. 

The National Bus Company, which is now 

15 

operating former PTC bus routes, has insisted that 
its drivers wear a full uniform (including a tie) 
when on duty. The Met is now introducing a 
similar policy to raise the appearance standards of 
its staff. Also in line with National Bus policy, the 
Met is insisting that drivers due for a meal break 
or due to finish duty and running late, must 
complete their run and claim overtime, rather than 
shunt short of the advertised destination. 

The Met has introduced Customer Service 
employees, a mobile force designed to assist 
customers and provide information and assistance. 
The first twenty CSEs began a three week 
intensive training course on 21 February. Their 
first tasks were to concentrate on the Bourke 
Street services and to lend support for the many 
special events in March. They carry a ticket 
issuing outfit and 2-way radio to assist them in 
their duties. 
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Hobart Tram Plan Update 

Hobart has moved closer to seeing a double-deck 
tram running down Elizabeth Street from North 
Hobart to the waterfront. 

The 'On Trac' committee, representing business, 
the State Government, the Hobart City Council, 
Metro and the City Heart Business Association, is 
enthusiastic about the likelihood of the proposed 
tourist project going ahead. A draft feasibility 
report from planning and transport consultants 
was warmly received by all committee members 
on 10 February 1994. 

The report recommends buying a new electric 
tram from Hong Kong which would be fitted out 
locally. The tram would run on a 7.2km route 
from North Hobart down Elizabeth Street, along 
Liverpool Street and down Murray Street, around 
Salamanca Place, up Argyle Street, returning 

TROLLEY WIRE 

along Liverpool and Elizabeth Streets. Use of 
existing facilities such as Princes No.l wharf as a 
depot would save around $250,000. 

The consultants said they had looked at different 
options for the type of service and whether it 
should be tourist or commuter-oriented. The 
report has been based on the tourist tramway 
operating in Bendigo which received about the 
same number of visitors as Hobart. 

It is planned to offer a similar tourist-oriented 
package including commentary, guides to Hobart 
and day passes. 

The project would require initial government 
financing to get under way but would be a 
commercial operation once running. Infrastructure 
has been costed at $2.85 million, the tram at 
$400,000, with annual running costs of $200,000. 
Projected revenue has been set at $450,000. 

The scene at Latrobe Street at Swanston Street looking east at 3.30pm on Sunday 6 
February 1994. By 10.30pm all concrete had been poured and the junction was 
completed in time for the first trams on Monday morning. 
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X 
The completed trackwork at Nicholson Street and Victoria Parade in March 1994. 

RAY MARSH 

After six years restoration work by ElecRail volunteers, a rebuilt GE double-pan 
pantograph was installed on 87-year-old swing-door electric motor car 137M on 
18 December 1993. Refitting of the interior equipment is now under way. DON POTTS 
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Sheffield's Supertrams have 40% low floor area located between the doors. The 
cars are built by Siemens-Duewag in Germany. JOHN MATTS 

Sheffield Supertram 

Britain's newest tramway, Phase 1 of Sheffield's 
Supertram network, commenced public operation 
on 20 march 1994. Sheffield was the last city in 
Britain to dispense with its conventional double-
deck four-wheeled trams in October 1960. 

Phase 1 of the new sys tem runs from 
Meadowhall Interchange to Fitzalan Square in the 
city cen t re . En route it pas ses through the 

residential areas of Hyde Park and Wybourn and 
provides easy access to various shopping centres 
and sporting facilities. 

The 25 new double-ended, double-articulated, 
e ight -ax le cars are be ing buil t by Se imens -
Deuwag in Germany and are being delivered by 
road direct to Sheffield. They have a low floor 
area between the doors and seat 100 passengers 
with room for 150 standing. 

C.O.T.M.A. 
Council of Tramway Museums of Australasia 
51 Lenna Street, East Burwood, Vic 3151. 

From Bill Kingsley, Executive Officer. 

As has already been notified to you, the 1994 
conference of the Council of Tramway Museums 
will be held in Bendigo from Friday, 2 December 
to Wednesday, 7th. The Conference will be based 
at the Phoenix Conference Centre of the La Trobe 
University in Flora Hill, Bendigo where excellent 
meeting, dining and accommodation facilities are 
being made available to us. 

We are now able to share with you the definite 
programme for the Conference. We believe that 
all delegates attending the Conference will enjoy a 
real ly exc i t ing , va r ied , d i f ferent , and most 

rewarding time with us. But, above all things is 
the simple importance of just getting together to 
share our hopes, our technology, our experiences, 
and the great feeling of friendship which has 
developed over the years. 

Friday, December 2nd 

Bus pick-ups at Spencer Street Railway Station 
10.30am and Tullamarine Airport 11.30am for 
transport to Bylands. There will also be a morning 
bus from Bendigo. At Bylands, the TMSV will 
provide lunch and we will inspect the museum 

IS 
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Inside the main Conference theatre. Committee Chairman Dennis O 'Hoy admires 
the very well lit interior. 

and enjoy rides on the trams before proceeding to 
Bendigo for dinner and an orientation evening. 
For those unable to make the morning departures 
from Melbourne, a bus will leave Spencer Street 
at 3.00pm and Tullamarine at 4.00pm running 
express to Bendigo to join the main group for 
dinner. 

Saturday, December 3rd 

Morning visits to the Railway Workshops and an 
underground tour of the Central Deborah Gold 
Mine, with lunch at the Mine. The afternoon will 
witness a Grand Cavalcade of trams through the 
heart of Bendigo (with SIX Birneys, thanks to the 
TMSV and The Met for 217 which will be 
visiting). Delegates will be able to take 
photographs from several pre-arranged elevated 
vantage spots. Dinner is at the famous Shamrock 
Hotel, followed by our first evening of Museum 
Reports. 

Sunday, December 4th 

Official Welcome by the Mayor of Bendigo, 

L9 

Opening of the Conference by the Hon. Alan 
Brown, Victorian Minister for Public Transport, 
and Keynote Address by our guest, Geoffrey 
Claydon, long-time Secretary, now Vice-
Chairman, of the Tramway Historical Society of 
the UK, operators of the National Tramway 
Museum at Crich in Derbyshire. We are greatly 
honoured to have Geoffrey with us. The 
remainder of the day will be spent in conference 
sessions, breaking late for inspections of the 
Gasworks and main tramway depots, and 
recovering with a spit roast dinner at the main (old 
SEC) depot. 

Monday, December 5th 
The conference sessions will continue this day 

with opportunity for Museum sales and 
promotions, and a debate "That Buses are a more 
efficient form of Passenger Transport than 
Trams"! After dinner at the Central Deborah, we 
will enjoy a second evening of Museum Reports. 

Tuesday, December 6th 

The morning is dedicated to the Conference 

\ \ 

\ 
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General Meeting of COTMA and the involvement 
of all in the future directions of the Council. 
Following a barbecue lunch at the Phoenix Centre, 
the afternoon will be spent by delegates riding and 
driving trams along the northern sections of the 
tramway. Geoffrey Claydon will be Guest 
Speaker at the Conference Dinner. 

Wednesday, December 7th 

We have been inspired to commence organising a 
concentrated three-day post-conference 
programme in Melbourne, finishing on Saturday 
10th so that all those who must recommence their 
normal lives on the Monday can travel home on 
Sunday. 

We will be able to assist with arranging 
accommodation in Melbourne. 

It will be all aboard our buses for a day of visits, 
inspections and rides of the Castlemaine & 
Maldon Railway at Maldon, the BTPS at Ballarat 
and the MTPA at Haddon., with lunch and dinner 
at Ballarat. After all this excitement and festivity, 
there will be a choice of continuing on to 
Melbourne or returning to Bendigo. 

All that is definite. But there is more! following 
suggestions from delegates, and a great offer from 
ElecRai. 

The following programme is currently only in 
draft form, but is our current intentions and hopes. 

Post-Conference Activities in Melbourne 

Thursday, December 8th 

A chartered tram tour around Melbourne 
including visits to Preston Tramway Workshops 
and Hawthorn tram depot (being developed as the 
Melbourne Tram Museum). 

The entrance to the Burnett Lounge. We believe that this is an absolutely idea! 
Conference location. Do come along, enjoy the facilities and the Conference, and the 
great sense of sharing between delegates. 

20 
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Friday, December 9th 

By bus to the V/Line driver training school to 
inspect the new simulators, to the tramways 
historical collection in the Stanhope Street Hall at 
Malvern tram depot, and to the ABB (Comeng) 
manufacturing facility at Dandenong. 

Saturday, December 10th 

A visit to the ElecRail (and SteamRail) 
restoration workshops at Newport, followed by a 
tour of the suburbs in the preserved dogbox/Tait 
set. A great day not to be missed. 

What a programme! It should be an absolutely 
fantastic and exciting time together. Costings have 
not yet been finalised. When they have, and the 
post-conference programme is firmed up, 
registration forms will be made available through 
your Museum, the Bendigo Trust, and the 
COTMA office (phone me NOW on (03) 808 
5273 to ensure a personal mailing). 

The Conference is open to all active members of 
our tram museums. 

Thanks to the TMSV, The Met, and John Phillips 
for assistance to Bendigo with the provision of 
bus transport. 

Conference Sessions - Bendigo 1994 

One of the most vital aspects of every COTMA 
Conference is the opportunity to come together, 
discuss, listen, talk, contribute, ask questions, and 
generally seek and share expertise over a wide 
range of managerial, operational and technical 
aspects of tram and trolleybus preservation. 

At this Conference, we wish to categorise these 
sessions into three groups: 

1. Speakers to address general sessions (at which 
all delegates will be present) on matters of vital 
importance, then to answer questions from the 
delegates at the end of their presentations. 

2. Speakers to provide a stimulating introductory 
presentation to a topic which the delegates can 
then discuss in greater detail, either in a general 
session or a workshop. (Workshops are smaller 
groups concerned with specialised problems. 
Usually two, sometimes three, workshops will be 
concurrent.) 

3. Topics purely for discussion and energetic 

MAY 1994 

contribution by delegates in workshop sessions, 
under the careful control of an articulate chairman 
and without an introductory Speaker. Ask us your 
problem and our delegates will (may) provide 
(find) solutions. 

Please phone or mail your suggestions to Keith 
Kings at 135 Through Road, Burwood, Vic 3125 
(phone (03) 836 4932) by 1 June. A telephone 
contact number for each Speaker/Presenter will be 
appreciated. 

All Speakers will be requested to provide a copy 
of their Papers before the Conference, but our 
preference is that they talk about the content of 
their Papers rather than read from them. 

Auckland Double Decker 

Dean Filgate reports that Western Springs 
Tramway (MOTAT) need brake notch controllers 
for use in the restoration of their double-deck 
tramcar. If any Museum can help, please contact 
Ian Stewart, phone New Zealand 0011-64-9-827 
1266. 

Contact with The Met 

A senior PTC officer has asked me to remind all 
museums that all new approaches to The Met 
must be through COTMA (the exception being the 
TMSV due to that museum being The Met's 
official volunteer museum). The officer expressly 
asks that we do not return to "the bad old times" 
(when everybody from every museum wanted to 
make individual requests direct to The Met). So 
please take note! 

At least three individuals have approached 
officers of the Met recently. This is just not on! 

Tram Watchers and Photographers in 
Melbourne 

Just a note that Spencer Street, between Collins 
Street and Flinders Street, is the only trackage in 
Melbourne where all types of tramcar operate in 
regular service. 

Pit Structures 

Noel Gipps advises that the steel structures in the 
former North Fitzroy tram depot are apparently 
not required by National Bus Lines (the new 
incumbent) and should be available. The 
structures consist of heavy railway rail beams 
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Looking from beside the conference block, we can see 
Dennis O'Hoy pointing to the Burnett Lounge which 
includes the dining room and facilities for relaxing. In the 
background with the open door is our accommodation 
block. The immediate interrelation of the buildings is 
obvious, and the trees and lawns will make an ideal area 
for grouping, chatting, and sealing up those informal deals 
which always eventuate at Conferences. 

Canada Calling 

A letter has been received from Harvey Bradley, 
President of the Edmonton Radial Railway 
Society, who is also desperately in need of items 
for restoration purposes. These items include 
traction motors, controllers, compressors, 
regulators, line breakers, air gauges and electrical 
switches. Harvey's attention has been drawn to 
the situation in Lisbon, but if any Museum can 
assist (beware the restrictions on the export of 
historic transport icons), please contact me, your 
COTMA Executive Officer. 

Retirement of Keith Kings 

Keith has decided to retire from the position of 
COTMA Spare Parts and Uniforms Officer from 
the end of the COTMA year on 31 March. Keith's 
contribution to the success of COTMA has been 
enormous. He was Executive Officer from 1977 to 
1986, and shortly after volunteered to pick up the 
SP&UO responsibility. That is a total of 17 years 
of dedicated service to the tramway museums of 
Australasia through COTMA, and that value and 
impact of that service is beyond assessment. 
Thanks, Keith, on behalf of us all, for your 
tremendous contribution. 

Keith continues to assist COTMA still, as a vital 
member of the Conference Committee, and it is 
my privilege to continue to work with Keith in the 
development of the Conference Sessions 
programme. 

which act as running rails, supported by double 
angle posts, the whole being bolted and easy (?) to 
dismantle/re-erect. If any Museum is interested 
we suggest they start by contacting Andrew 
Bailey, Melbourne Manager of National Bus 
Lines. 

Equipment from Lisbon 

I have appointed Graham Jordan (also of the 
TMSV) to the position of Acting SP&UO (thanks 
for volunteering, Graham) until the change can be 
formalised. 

Naturally, Keith will continue his outstanding 
work with the TMSV. 

Thanks, Keith, for everything. You have been 
great to work with, and your support has been 
invaluable. 

Douglas Johns has written from the THS in 
Christchurch to advise of the imminent 
availability of parts from CARRIS in Lisbon. For 
those Museums who are frustrated by the current 
moratorium on parts from Melbourne, and who 
frantically need items to complete restoration 
tasks, this may be your solution. 
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Opposite Page, Top: O/P class 1089 as it appeared during March 1994. The restoration has reached a 
period where little seems to be happening but the work is progessing never-the-less! 

Opposite Page, Bottom: Brisbane Phoenix car 548 is being prepared for lifting to enable the bogies to be 
removed for overhaul, 22 January 1994. The car has been jacked up to allow the lifting beams to be slid 

LOFTUS 
South Pacific Electric Railway 
PO Box 103 Sutherland, NSW 2232, (02) 542 3646 

From Dick Jones 

Bushfire Update 

The fires were still happening when the February 
issue of Trolley Wire went to the printer in 
January. This report (and the one in the Parklink 

One of the new fire hydrant stands installed in 
January 1993. BOB MERCHANT 

news) corrects and updates the report previously 
published. 

New fire hydrants were commissioned on 
Thursday, 6 January -just in time! There are now 
three double outlet stand pipes on the site - at the 
main gate entrance, the top gate entrance and 
outside no. 1 road doors. We have sufficient hose 
to reach all the buildings on site with full mains 
pressure. Despite the cost of installing the hydrant 
line, it is at times like these that we realise the cost 
is immaterial. 

On reflection, it is a relief that the Museum is 
now located outside the Park, in a fairly clear area 
with good fire fighting potential. Even though the 
Parklink service did not operate for two Sundays, 
the museum line towards Sutherland was still in 
operation. 

We all should make time to remember that only 
a few kilometres away over 80 families in the 
Como-Jannali area lost all their possessions in just 
half an hour or so. Some of the houses were 
located over a kilometre from the bush. 

Some of the backburning carried out by the 
Bushfire Brigades on Sunday, 9 January at the 
northern extremity of the Park was in the vicinity 
of the old museum depot, now used by Park 
management as an out-depot. We had three of our 
double deck buses stored in the old depot and 
these were transferred back to the museum to 
ensure their safety. 

24 



TROLLEY WIRE MAY 1994 

Mike Giddey and Wayne Armitage at work on the now completed extension to Road 3. 
BOB MERCHANT 

The extension of Road 7 into the new part of the depot is now under way. This section was 
concreted on 16 April 1994. BOB MERCHANT 
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Brisbane 548's bogies have been dismantled for overhaul. A motor and 
wheelset await placing in the workshop for attention on 5 March 1994. 

BOB MERCHANT 

On Sunday 9 January, member Ray Boddenburg 
was on duty in the bookshop listening to bushfire 
reports. He heard an appeal broadcast over radio 
station 2UE for the donation of baseball type caps 
for use by firefighters in our locality during their 
rest periods. Ray alerted Traffic Officer Peter 
Kahn, who sought approval for the donation of 
sixty caps from our souvenir stock. The caps were 
promptly delivered to their grateful recipients at 
Heathcote control centre. 

Only members who are in bush fire units or have 
assisted local bush fire fighters over the years 
have a real understanding of the fury of bush 
wildfires. Accordingly, our Directors approved 
the donation of all gate takings on Sunday 23 
January to the local bush fire service. 

Works Report 

The concreting of Roads 1, 2 and 3 in the 
running shed has been completed the exception of 
an area between Roads 1 and 3 at the front of the 
shed. This area is where the extension of the pit 

on Road 2 is to be carried out in the near future. 

Attention is now being given to the extension of 
Road 7 in the display hall and arrangements are 
being made for an early resumption of work on 
the retaining wall parallel to Tramway Avenue. 
When completed, Road 8 can be extended and the 
floor area of the building completed. 

The ex-Randwick wheel lathe is to be installed at 
the end of Roads 1 and 2. 

The overhead wiring connection between the 
entrance to Road 1 and the depot fan was erected 
on Saturday, 5 February 1993. This now 
completes the overhead wiring in the running shed 
and yard, and the wandering lead can now be 
stored for use in moving cars in the display hall or 
workshop. 

Car News 

Brisbane Phoenix car 548 has been withdrawn 
for maintenance and repainting. It was jacked up 
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on 29 January and its trucks removed for overhaul 
and painting. The body is receiving some repair 
work to remove rust and seal a roof leak. Body 
repainting is being carried out by John Matts and 
Ian Hansen. 

Work continues on the rebuilding of O/P class 
1089 under our craftsman carbuilder Geoff 
Spalding and his assistant, Howard Clark. 
Progress seems slow at times but the work has 
reached an intricate stage and is being carried out 
to a very high standard. 

Freight car 24s also continues to receive some 
long-overdue attention. New aprons have been 
made and the driver's canopies expertly repaired 
by Joe Kirchenberger. 

1994 Transport Day 

Our Transport Day to commemorate the 33rd 
anniversary of the closure of Sydney's tramway 
system, an annual event, was held on Saturday, 27 
February 1994. As in previous years, the Truck 
and Bus Museum provided their single- and 
double-deck ex-government buses to provide a 

The Museum's police call box has been place in 
position in Tramway Avenue. It will be repainted in 
its original yellow and black livery. BOB MERCHANT 
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Something old, something new. A side panel on O/P 
class 1089 showing new timber, re-used timber and 
a very neat splice of old and new timber. Original 
parts are being re-used where possible. The lazy-
tong mechanisms for the drop windows have been 
overhauled and re-installed. BOB MERCHANT 

service from the museum entrance at Pitt Street to 
Engadine via Sutherland. 

Sydney trams ran exclusively on the museum 
services to Sutherland, and cars L/P 154, N 728, O 
1111, P 1497 and Rl class 1979 saw service on 
the day. The normal admission ticket included bus 
travel at no additional charge. 

This was the first time that the Royal National 
Park line has been available for this event and Rl 
class 1971, Brisbane dropcentre 295 and Nagasaki 
1054 were used on this service. However, normal 
Parklink fares applied for travel on this line. 
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A barbecue supplied hot sausage sandwiches 
which were very popular. Additional soft drink 
sales outlets were provided to cope with demand 
and ease the pressure on our kiosk staff. 

SETS Visit 

The Museum was host to members of the Sydney 
Electric Train Society on Saturday, 11 December 
for their Christmas outing and barbecue. 

They arrived in style on board their four-car 
single-deck suburban set, which provided all the 
wonderful motor noises for which these trains 
were noted. The train disgorged its occupants at 
Loftus and headed off to Waterfall to reverse, then 
back to Sutherland to stable until required for the 
return journey. 

The Royal National Park and Sutherland lines 
were both toured and photographed by SETS 
members using a variety of trams. The visitors 
were divided into two groups which alternated 

between a barbecue lunch and tram rides. 

The day was most successful and SETS has 
requested that this become an annual event in their 
tour calendar. 

The last single-deck suburban cars were 
withdrawn from service on 20 November 1993 
except for W2, the set painted in a colourful 
"Wonderful Taronga Zoo" livery sponsored by 
McDonald's of fast food fame, which was split 
into two four-car sets, one of which worked the 
Pippita and Elcar Chullora workers services until 
March 1994. 

Other News 

CityRail installed four signs on Loftus railway 
station on Wednesday, 2 February 1994. The 
signs, two on each platform, advise passengers to 
Alight here for Tramway Museum and Trams to 
Royal National Park. Thank you, CityRail! 

Joe Kirchenberger at work on repairing the end of Brisbane 548. Replacement 
of corroded metal was easier than trying to patch repair rust damage. 

BOB MERCHANT 
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Sutherland Shire Council has constructed for the TAFE College a visitor's car parking area in 
Pitt Street opposite the Museum. As the College is not open at weekends, this area is available to 
our visitors for parking. BOB MERCHANT 

PARKLINK 
Sutherland Tourist Tramway (SPER) 
PO Box 103, Sutherland. NSW 2232 (02) 542 3646 

From David Rawlings 

A large number of enquiries from interstate and 
overseas have been received requesting news on 
how the January bushfires affected us at Loftus, 
and particularly the operation of our Parklink 
service into the Royal National Park. 

travelled south-east. The fire is thought to have 
been deliberately lit. On Thursday, the winds 
changed and the fire spread to the north-east 
corner of the Park, forcing the evacuation of 
Bundeena township. 

Bushfire Update 

Fire started in the Royal National Park east of 
Heathcote, seven kilometres south of Loftus, in 
the early evening of Wednesday 5 January and 
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During Thursday evening/Friday morning, 
backburning took place to protect homes in the 
Kirrawee/Grays Point area (three kilometres east 
of the museum). The areas on both sides of 
Farnell Avenue (the entry road to the Park), 
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One of the four new signs erected on Loftus Station by CityRail on 2 February 1994. 
BOB MERCHANT 

around the National Parks Administration 
building (200 metres south of the tram terminus) 
and along the western side of the tramline was 
backburned during this time also. 

Museum Operations Manager, David Rawlings 
inspected the line at midday on Friday 7th. He 
discovered 125 sleepers had been fire-affected and 
were still smouldering. Dick Clarke and his son 
Tim responded to a phone call and came down 
with water containers. Sleepers which were 
salvageable were extinguished but at about 
5.00pm our three members were asked to leave 
the area as there was the possibility of a wind shift 
and renewed fire danger. Additional backburning 
was carried out from Loftus to Heathcote around 
midnight. 

On Saturday 8th, Bob Cowing and Greg 
Sutherland made another inspection of the line 
and found additional sleepers had been damaged 
and at least 900mm had been burned off the top of 
one pole. Three other poles had been singed. 
Immediate action was taken to replace the 
sleepers. 

Approximately 40 sleepers were completely 
destroyed. Some of the burnt-out sleepers had 
vanished completely, the ash having been blown 
away by the strong winds. Their position was 
marked by a depression in the ballast and sleeper 
plates hanging from the rails. 

All the sleepers destroyed were due for 
replacement. It seems that wind-blown embers 
had lodged in the rough ends of these sleepers and 
set fire to the dry timber. New or smooth-ended 
sleepers were generally not affected by the fires. 

Three sleepers had been replaced when our work 
party was spotted by helicopter and asked to 
immediately leave the area as there was a chance 
that an unburned area around Temptation Creek 
may flare up. In any case, backburning of the area 
along the back of the old museum building was to 
be carried out as soon as possible. (This did not 
happen until late Sunday afternoon due to the fire 
havoc in the Janalli-Como area). Our stored buses 
were moved, as mentioned above, at this time. 
Apart from the sleeper and pole damage, the small 
toilet block hidden in the bush at the station was 
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Sleeper replacement on the National Park line continues as weather and other work permits. 
Here our CSO track gang, under the supervision of Greg Sutherland (left) and Tom Tramby 
(background), replace sleepers burnt out by the January fires. BOB MERCHANT 

reduced to ashes and broken porcelain. 

Following discussions with National Parks & 
Wildlife Service (NPWS) officials, it was decided 
that tram operations into the Park should be 
discontinued until the area was completely safe. 
This meant that rectification of the damage could 
not resume until the all-clear was given by the 
NPWS. The area was declared safe on Saturday 
17 January and additional sleepers were replaced 
on that day. 

Traffic operations recommenced on Sunday 23rd 
with the proviso that passengers remain in the 
station area as the Park was still closed to the 
public. 

Bungoona Path, a 1km concreted walkway to 
Bungoona Lookout, which commences from the 
carpark at the south end of the station, was 
reopened on 29 January. All other paths remain 
closed until further notice. 

Other News 

A public address system has been installed by 
Richard Hall in Rl class 1971. This facility has 
been available for use since 5 December 1993. It 
is most appreciated by Norm Chinn who conducts 
a very informative commentary for passengers 
travelling on the Parklink services. 

Suitable Parklink destination signs have been 
added to the rolls in R class 1740, and Rl class 
cars 1971 and 1979. Thanks are extended to Ken 
Butt for providing a quantity of the material used 
by private bus operators for the production of 
destination signs. This material was used to make 
four end rolls which have been fitted to 1971 and 
1979. Thanks are also extended to Max Fenner for 
information on the material used by the AETM at 
St Kilda. 
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BALLARAT 
Ballarat Tramway Preservation Society 
PO Box 632, Ballarat, Vic 3353 

From Dave Macartney 

Traffic figures over the Begonia Festival period 
in early march were a welcome improvement on 
the patronage of early summer. On 27 December, 
for instance, only five passengers were carried, 
with five staff on duty to attend them. By March, 
the wet weather had moved on, but temperatures 
were not sufficient to divert people to the beach; 
the nett result being a passenger tally of 4860 for 
the ten days of the Festival. The busiest day, as 
always, was the Sunday of the long weekend, 
when 1365 passengers travelled, which was the 
third busiest single day on record. Roughly half 
the patronage came from 'real ' passengers 
commuting between the car parks and the Festival 
attractions, a system which came into being last 
year, and which continued most successfully 
again. 

Figures might well have been even higher, but 
for the failure after only two trips of No. 26, the 
Society's most popular car. A badly placed loud 
speaker wire at the Carlton Street terminus was 
causing conductors to pull the pole down closer to 
the roof than normal during change of ends, but in 
26's case the conductor managed to pull the pole 
and half the base down on top of himself, to the 
amusement of all except the maintenance staff. It 
turned out that the casting at the trolley base had a 
flaw more than halfway through it, probably 
dating back several decades, which failed at the 
busiest time of the year. The only other problem 
over the week was a motorman's seat on No. 13 
being wrenched loose from its moorings by an 
overweight driver. These two incidents involved 
our two current trainee drivers; normally you 
would expect drivers to wait until they are fully 
qualified before they start demolishing the 
equipment. 

Despite generally favourable weather, passenger 
figures for the Easter weekend were a little down 
on expectations. Slightly under 750 people 
travelled over the four days; a good year is 
anything over the thousand mark. 

has been underway for some months, involving 
consultants examining many aspects of the lake 
area, including traffic management. Very little of 
this impacts on the tramway, except under one 
scheme which involves a new roadway parallel to 
the tramway access track between Wendouree 
Parade and Gillies Street, designed to divert traffic 
away from the Parade during periods when it is 
desired to close it to through traffic. This appears 
to be one of those extreme options which is 
unlikely to be implemented, given the number of 
trees which would have to be removed. 

The BTPS has been successful in being 
registered under the accreditation scheme of the 
Museums Association of Australia. This scheme 
is designed to improve the standards of display 
and research of museums, and involves answering 
detailed questionnaires and achieving a certain 
standard in presentation. 

Hopefully, this will spur on development of the 
permanent museum display, which still needs a 
fair bit of work before it will be at a satisfactory 
stage. 

Around the depot, work continues on the early 
stages of the restoration of ESCo No 12, still in 
the dismantling phase, although the underframe at 
one end has been considerably reinforced. No. 40 
has a motor out, which is waiting to go away for 
some electrical attention. Meanwhile, a body 
overhaul and repaint is to take place, but so far 
this has been confined to an interior revarnish and 
the removal and replacement of a cab corner post, 
which was rotted at the foot. As usual, the 
replacement was simple compared with the 
amount of work required to gain access to the post 
itself. The only other work in the shed is the 
ongoing repaint of No 671, which is now making 
some headway. 

A survey into the future of the Lake environment 
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WHITEMAN PARK 
Perth Electric Tramway Society 
PO Box 257, Mt Lawley, WA 6050 

From Michael Stukely 

Stockmans Crossing 

Work at the Museum in the first quarter of 1994 
has been dominated by the re-configuration of the 
triangular junction at Stockmans Crossing. This 
has been a major undertaking and has involved 
large numbers of workers in both the track and 
overhead areas. Operations Manager, Lindsay 
Richardson has managed to coordinate the tasks 
and the available workforce so as to minimise the 
loss of running time. Services between Stockmans 

and the Lord Street Entrance have been suspended 
during the period. 

By the end of December 1993, the points at the 
eastern and western ends of Stockmans Triangle 
had been replaced with panels of track, and the 
southern (west-east) leg of the triangle had been 
realigned (TW Feb 94). Over four days between 
6-9 January, Andy McCutcheon's track team 
completed all remaining formation work, installed 
the points at Stockmans East, and constructed 
two-thirds of the new east-north leg. Council had 
decided to utilise the former Stockmans North 

The track team at the newly-installed points at Stockmans East on 9 January 1994. The 
old east-north formation is visible at the extreme right. LINDSAY RICHARDSON 
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Ray Blackmore (on crane), Terry Verney and Paul Edwards installing a wooden 
pole east of Stockmans Crossing on 15 January 1994. The crane was on loan from 
Simon Meed (WALRPA). The Westrail pole-digger, mounted on a bobcat, is at left. 

LINDSAY RICHARDSON 

points in situ (on the main line within the passing 
loop - see photos TW Nov 93 and Feb 94), with 
part of the old north-east leg to be retained and 
straightened for use as a storage siding to hold 
three bogie cars. Work on this siding, and removal 
of the old north-east leg, was also completed, and 
roadbase was recovered from here and from the 
old west-east formation. 

Another intensive effort took place on the 
"sleepover" weekend of 15-16 January, with 
services suspended for the two days. (The Bus 
Museum of WA provided a replacement service 
between the Village and Mussel Pool). The points 
were installed at the new western and northern 
apices of the triangle, and the track on the west-
north curve was pulled out approximately 3-4 
metres to its new alignment and connected. The 
east-north leg was completed and joined to the 
north points. 

Work on the overhead was also proceeding at a 
fast pace -two teams erected four wooden poles at 
the extremities of the the west-east leg (near the 
former locations of the points) and a steel 
terminating pole for the new siding. They also 
assembled and installed fittings and bracket-arms 
for the poles. The running wire on the old north
east leg was cut and tied off for the siding, with 
the remainder back to the eastern frog being 
recovered. The wire from the old west-east leg 
was tied off ready for transfer to its new position. 
finally, the west-north leg was pulled up to its new 
alignment, and a new piece inserted (the new 
curve is a little longer). This major task was 
completed on the Monday, with the first tram 
being successfully trialled through this leg at 
3.00pm. 

With the major track work completed, eleven 
Westrail-style concrete poles were erected at 
Stockmans by the Westrail Fastrack Electric team 
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Installing a 1 -tonne concrete pole with the assistance of the Westrail team at 
Stockmans Crossing North on 25 January 1994. The passing loop and new siding can 
be seen beyond the points. TERRY VERNEY 

W2 class 393 pauses on the unwired north-east leg of Stockmans Crossing on 6 
February whilst under tow by the Landcruiser. Duncan McVicar (left) is talking with 
Ray Blackmore (driving the Landcruiser). LINDSAY RICHARDSON 
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Completing the repositioning of the overhead on the north-west leg of 
Stockmans Crossing, using the two "old faithful" ex-WAGT tower trucks, on 
Monday 17 January 1994 - Ray Blackmore (left), Trevor Dennhardt and 
Noel Blackmore. LINDSAY RICHARDSON 

on 24-26 January as a training exercise. 
Surprisingly, water was still encountered at 1-
1.5m depth, which caused some problems. The 
high water-table in this area virtually all the year 
round has caused the wooden poles to have very 
limited lives. Fittings on the old poles were tidied 
up on 6 February. Also on this day, W2 class 393 
became the first tram to negotiate the new 
Stockmans alignment - under tow by the 
Landcruiser - for the purpose of turning the car. 

were removed from the Stockmans area, which 
has improved its general appearance a great deal. 

A further training exercise by the Westrail team 
on 23 February saw the last six concrete poles 
erected - five at Stockmans and one on Swamp 
Straight. 

The final task in the triangle area will be the 
installation of the overhead on the east-north 

On the "sleepover" weekend of 19-20 February, 
two teams led by Ray Blackmore and Duncan 
McVicar installed bracket arms on the new poles 
on the west-east leg. The running wire was 
repositioned and the frog re-installed at the 
western points. The running wire on the new 
siding was also retensioned. A new platform face 
wasbuilt at Stockmans West, using sleepers. 
Services were suspended on the Saturday only. On 
the Sunday, about twelve redundant wooden poles 

Other News 

There was a noticable decrease in patronage in 
January with the hotter weather. February, 
however, provided an unexpected bonus - this 
year we did not have a February maintenance 
shut-down as in previous years, and unusually 
mild weather produced some good loadings. The 
Classic Car Show on 13 march was very well 
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patronised, and five trams were in traffic by noon. 
Services operated Village-Mussel Pool (W2 class 
393, 368, SW2 class 426 and W4 class 674) and 
Entrance-Mussel Pool (FMT 29 and, later, 674 
and 368). Crossing of cars was achieved by 
shunting at Stockmans West - the passing loop 
(still to be wired) will help enormously on these 
busy days in the future. 

Bracing of columns in the Oketon Geddes 
Carbarn and the engineering shed in preparation 
for the excavation of the long-awaited pit was 
carried out on 27 March. Pit construction is 
planned for April. 

Bill Gilbert is making good progress on the roof 
of W5 class 766. All fittings have now been 
replaced and painting is under way. 

Ric Francis has almost finished attaching 
specially-made brackets to the underside of 
Kalgoorlie 25 for the re-fitting of the stress bars. 

The refurbishment of a No.l truck by Eddie 
Vagg and Vic Sweetlove is nearing completion. 
This will be used under W2 class 329. 

The society has purchased a 1984 Toyota 
Landcruiser, thanks to the efforts of Kevin Clarke. 
This vehicle is proving to be most useful on 
workdays, and can double as a fire unit when 
required. 

Errata 

Trolley Wire, February 1994: 

Captions to photographs on pages 43 (lower) and 
45 have been transposed. The final line of the 
page 43 caption should read "...the western 
turnout (middle distance) has been replaced with 
a panel of track. LINDSAY RICHARDSON" 

On page 45, the first line at the top of the right 
column should read "Sunbeam trolleybus 84 ..." 
not 889. 

Five trams at Stockmans Crossing during the Classic Car Show on 13 March 1994. 
XV4 class 674 and W2 class 393 (right) are on their way from Village to Mussel Pool, 
as W2 class 368 (left), SW2 class 426 and Fremantle 29 (from Mussel Pool) wait on 
the suothern leg of the triangle. These three cars will then shunt so that 368 and 426 
can proceed north to village, while 29 will run to Entrance. TERRY VERNEY 
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From John Lambert 

During the recent very heavy rain, run-off from 
the higher areas of the museum near the substation 
and No.l depot once again threatened to swamp 
the workshops. Some frantic spade work during 
the height of the downpour averted the crisis at eh 
last moment. It was decided, however, to fix the 
problem once and for all. Accordingly, on 
Wednesday 9 Feburary, a backhoe was hired and 
new drainage channels constructed above the 
workshops. The drain between No.2 Depot and 
the store, which takes most of the water towards 
the creek, was also considerably deepened and 
widened. 

While the backhoe was on site, the opportunity 
was taken to remove the last of the "deco" beside 
the depot curve and fill the gap between the 
southern kerbstones and the track in the terminus 
area. Although this may need to be removed some 
time in the future, the improved appearance and 
safety that the levelling has provided is quite 

noticeable. This will be the area where most 
visitors will cross the street to the main entrance 
of the new display building. 

Further preparation for the construction of paths 
and gardens around the dispaly building, removal 
of some dead trees near the depot curve and other 
minor bits of earthwork which would otherwise 
have taken much wheelbarrow effort, was also 
undertaken. 

The museum recently engaged the services of a 
kerbing contractor to lay 150 metres of concrete 
garden edging in various areas of the site. This 
edging/mowing strip forms the boundary of 
several planned new native garden beds. 

New Display and Archive Building 

The new display room/bookshop was opened for 
public operations with much haste and no fanfare 
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The new bookshop/display room showing the temporary shop counter in position. 
JOHN LAMBERT 
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An interior view of the dropcentre section of car 341. The cardboard over the sides is to 
prevent overspray from the outside of the tram. JOHN LAMBERT 

on Sunday 27 March 1994. The old area was 
damaged during a robbery when the thief broke 
through the ceiling. It was pointless to make full 
repairs when the move to the new building was 
imminent, so we made do with a minor patch-up. 
The final impetus for a sudden move came when 
we discovered yet another termite nest behind the 
fridge. 

In preparation for the opening, the timber floor 
had thousands of nail holes filled with putty, then 
sanded with an industrial floor sander, followed 
by four coats of clear polyurethane floor varnish. 

The display was moved to its new quarters from 
the old bookshop located at the rear of the 
workshops on Friday 25 and Saturday 26 March. 
Final setting up took place on Sunday morning 
prior to opening for the afternoon's operations. 
New displays will be created over the next few 
months to fill in the gapsas the new room is 
approximately four times the size of the old room. 

The new archives room is being used as a 
temporary store for restored parts for dropcentre 
341 prior to their being refitted to the car in the 

near future. 

The former bookshop is being fitted with steel 
shelving and is also being used for dropcentre 341 
parts storage. With the completion of 341's 
restoration in sight, our archives will be moved 
into the new building and the old bookshop will 
become a specialised parts storage area. 

Acquisitions 

Brisbane Transport workshops have sent a 
further supply of bus spare parts to the museum 
for our Layland Panthers. These parts will enable 
us to keep a good range of spares for the three 
Panthers we hold in trust for the Brisbane City 
Council. 

Suncorp has agreed to donate an agency/shop 
counter to the Museum. The counter is surplus to 
Suncorp's requirements and special thanks are due 
to Robert Thomson for making representations to 
Suncorp on the Museum's behalf. 

Restoration 

Since the last issue of Trolley Wire, work on 
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dropcentre 341 has continued at a steady pace. 
both the dropcentre section and the No.l saloon 
have received their final coat of grey, as have all 
the sandboxes, toolboxes, protective rails in the 
motorman's cabs and all the seat legs; all 32 of the 
things -dubbed with some frustration "the 
chairlegs from hell". These little horrors had to be 
sanded back to bare steel, treated with Deoxidine 
(phosphoric acid), then etch primed. If this was 
not done immediately, traces of rust would begin 
to appear on the surface. Several had to be redone 
because of interruptions. Undercoating followed, 
then more sanding, and finally the top coats. They 
were hung like washing with bits of wire from 
two old trolley poles to be spray painted. 

The interior painting of the car was also very 
frustrating as it occurred on a day of intermittent 
showers. Each shower necessitated the car being 
driven in and out of the workshops as the spray 
painting had to be done outside. 

Light blue has been applied to the top panels in 
the appropriate bulkheads, and it is fair to say that 
the interior of the tram is now substantially 
complete. 

The lighting circuits on the tram have been 
completed and the lightbulbs installed. The tram 
looks particularly fine at night with its own lights 

on. A fault has been detected in the pole switch or 
the roof-mounted wiring which requires attention. 

Patronage 

Normaly, Christmas is the quietest time of the 
year for the museum, but this past school holiday 
period has seen some very good crowds, largely 
as a result of Channel Nine rescreening their 
Weekend Notebook series. The good patronage 
has continued since the end of the holidays, too! 
Clearly, the Museum has a good reputation as a 
value-for-money family outing, and word of 
mouth is spreading our good name. We have also 
received very favourable comments from visitors 
and even a latter of appreciation from one very 
satisfied family. Congratulations to all our crews 
and keep up the the excellent work. 

Trolley Rope Fire 

In what must be a most remarkable coincidence, 
the trolley rope of 554 managed to flip itself up 
over the trolley wheel on a trip up the hill from 
the terminus for the second time in about twelve 
months. Friction ignited the rope which was 
burning merrily on arrival at the depot. The 
contents of the car fire extinguisher failed to put 
out the flame, which eventually was quelled by 
someone climbing onto the roof of the car with a 

Peter Hyde (left) and Troy Thomas hanging one of the four window 
grills from car 341 prior to spray painting. JOHN LAMBERT 
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bucket of water and immersing the end of the rope 
in it. 

Publicity? 
The North West News, a local area newspaper, 

published an article on the Museum in its issue of 
16 February 1994. Under the heading "Trash 
Threat to Trams" was a photo of Alan Morrison in 
front of a line-up of cars outside No.l Depot. The 
article reported in uncomplimentary terms of the 
impact the waste transfer station had on the 
museum. Unfortunately, the article contained a 
large number of errors and misquotes. It 
concluded by mentioning incorrectly that 13 April 
was the anniversary of the Paddington Depot fire 
and gave the Ferny Grove Railway Station phone 
number as a source of further information! 

Workshop Air System 

Installation of the second compressor and 
additional air resevoir was completed on 27 
February 1994. It was immediately put into 

operation. The compressed air system is now 
more reliable and stable. One additional air outlet 
was added to the system in conjunction with with 
the new installation. 

Overhead Work 

During operations on Monday 14 February, 
Baby Dreadnought 99 suffered a dewirement on 
entering road 3 of Depot 1. The trolleypole struck 
the steelwork at the front of the shed and was 
badly bent. Accordingly, the overhead in the 
depot fan was given a good hard look and was 
judged to be in need of attention. On Sundays 20 
and 27 February, it was raised, realigned and 
tensioned. Minor adjustment is still required to the 
frog branching to road 2 and the speed on this 
track needs to be very slow until this is carried 
out. Car 99's trolley pole was easily straightened 
using the railbender and was replaced on 
Thursday 24 February. 

The secondary DH16 air compressor and additional air tank as it appeared in 
February 1994. Further minor work, such as painting, is still required to finish the 
installation work. JOHN LAMBERT 
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From Andrew Hall 

PTC Staff Family Christmas Picnic 

About 1800 Tram and Bus Division employees 
and their families were in attendance at Bylands 
on 5 December 1993 for the PTC staff picnic. The 
large crowd arrived in about 200 cars and 26 PTC 
MAN buses. 

We were pleased to have in attendance the 
Minister for Public Transport Alan Brown, 
Chairman of the PTC Board Alan Reiher, our 
local MLC Geoff Craig, and our good friends, 
former MLA Max McDonald and his wife Jean. 
The event would not have been held had it not 
been for the generosity of Transport Minister Alan 

Brown, who promised before he was elected to 
Government that he would hold such an event at 
Bylands. 

We are grateful for the tremendous support and 
assistance given by Russell Nathan, Managing 
Director - Met Tram, and Con O'Connell from the 
Ministry of Transport. 

The PTC Transit Band entertained the crowd 
while the youngsters enjoyed pony rides and horse 
and cart rides, in addition to riding the trams, of 
course! Father Christmas made an appearance 
courtesy of the Kilmore Fire Brigade. Our 
heritage Mark III and Mark VI buses were 
supplemented by Met AEC Mark III number 347 
and provided transport to Kilmore to ride the 
cable tram. 

Alan Brown, Minister for Public Transport, presents Volvo bus No. 850 to 
the Museum during the PTC picnic on 5 December 1993. The bus was 
accepted on behalf of the Museum by Andy Hall. JEFF BOUNDS 
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Cable Cars for Hawthorn 

The Minister, Alan Brown announced at Bylands 
on 5 December 1993 that it was our Society's 
intention to provide for the Hawthorn Tram 
Museum a grip car, four-wheel trailer and bogie 
trailer, together with an assortment of spare parts 
to assist with the restoration of the cars. 

The Society's Board of Management has entered 
into a long-term agreement for the loan of the cars 
to the new museum and shows the Society's 
commitment to supporting this fantastic 
development. 

A detailed report from the architect to the 
Minister on the future direction of the Hawthorn 
museum is to be released shortly. 

PTC Volvo Bus 850 

In October 1993, the Society's Board decided to 
obtain a Volvo bus for the collection and 
subsequently chose No. 850. 

850 has had a long association with our Society. 
It has provided transport for our members to many 
places in Victoria, including Phillip Island and 
Korumburra, over the last decade. Its last trip with 
the Society was in September 1992 to celebrate 
the 21st anniversary of the closure of the SECV's 
Ballarat tramway system. 

No. 850 was the prototype Volvo for the 100 bus 
order purchased by the M&MTB in 1976. This 
vehicle has minor differences to the other 99 of 
the type; it has had all the modifications carried 
out on the Volvos during their working life in 
government service. 

The bus has been fully overhauled by the staff at 
North Fitzroy Bus Garage and was the last bus to 
be fully overhauled at North Fitzroy by the PTC. 

Bus 850 left North Fitzroy for the last time on 
Friday 3 December 1993, bound for Bylands. It is 
housed in our bus shed with the Mark III and 
Mark VI. 

Society Chief Executive, Andrew Hall accepted 
the bus from the Minister for Public Transport 
Alan Brown at Bylands on 5 December 1993, and 
a suitable plaque has been placed in the bus to 
commemorate the occasion. The bus has been 
made available to the Society on a long term loan 
basis. 

The Society wishes to thank Andrew Scannell, 
the Minister's adviser; Russell Nathan, who was 
General Manager Tram & Bus Division at that 
time; Daryl Meade, bus engineer; Albert 
Giancoia, Senior Foreman at North Fitzroy, and 
his terrific staff for their part in placing 850 at 
Bylands. 

New Patron 

During the tramway picnic at Bylands on 5 
December 1993, Society Chairman Rod Atkins 
presented to the Minister, Alan Brown his 
certificate as Patron of the Society. The Minister 
was very proud to receive this honour from us. 

It is a Society tradition that the serving Minister 
of Public Transport is the Patron of the Society. 
Previous holders of this honour are Tom Roper, 
Jim Keenan and Peter Spyker. 

Museum Works 

Quite a lot of activity has been taking place at 
Bylands and off site at Monument Creek in regard 
to the Bristol buildings. Work up to 5 December 
was concentrated on the kiosk building at 
Bylands. 

The staff section of the building has been 
completed and is being used as a temporary kiosk. 
Private contractors were hired to install the floor, 
to provide electricity and to replace any broken 
glass. 

At Monument Creek, a few wall panels of the 
Bristol building are still to be dismantled. The 
remaining roof trusses were taken down at the end 
of March and will be transported to Bylands in 
early April. 

The felled tree behind the caretaker's house was 
burned and a carpark has been formed in the 
south-east paddock. A footpath has also been 
installed to the new kiosk. Our earthmover, Barry 
Coad's drott was hired to load our PTC tip truck, 
which carted away eight loads of rubbish, 
including two car bodies. 

Barry's drott was also used to spread two large 
mounds of earth left from the construction of the 
cable car shed. The earth has been used to provide 
ramps at the front and rear aprons to the bus shed. 
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Trackwork Opening of New Kiosk 

The old railway siding crossing which has 
adorned our main line was removed by Don 
English and Tony Hutchins, and replaced with a 
piece of straight rail. The rail can be despiked and 
slewed to gain access to the siding holding the 
ballast trailer and grinder. 

Don and Tony have also carried out some 
resleepering on the main line. 

Our kiosk moved from the old railway C van to 
its new temporary location in the staff portion of 
the re-erected Bristol building on 27/28 November 
1993. The equipment and stores were loaded onto 
the PTC tip truck and taken to the new building. 

The building itself is spacious and comfortable, 
with tables and chairs available for eating and 
drinking. Our sales officer, John Trunbull has 

Two general views of the PTC picnic at Bylands on 5 December 1993. A 
fleet of the PTC's MAN buses brought the piciiicers to to our museum site. 

JEFF BOUNDS 
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The scene at By lands on 5 December 1993 during the PTC's Christmas Picnic visit. 
From the left, Wl class 427 is ready to depart; SW2 class 644 is ready to run as second 
tram if needed; W5 class cars 782 and 795 are on standby; W2 class 509 has just 
arrived from the northern end of the line, and W2 class 643 is also standing by to act as 
second tram if needed. KEITH KINGS 

purchased an additional fridge and a new TV set 
for the kiosk. Additional sales items are being 
stocked. 

Lighting has still to be installed, necessary now 
that winter is approaching. A kerosine heater is 
also being repaired for use on those bleak and 
cold winter days. 

Restoration of W class 220 

Bob Searle has been working diligently away on 
this car and his time and effort is now bearing 
fruit. 

New cab frames have been manufactured and 
fitted to the car. Both end aprons have been 
screwed to the frames and are awaiting 
installation of headlights. 

New guttering is being installed. Work is 
proceeding reasonably well on the dropcentre 
seats but some modifications will still be required. 
Still to be completed is the rewiring of the light 
circuits and laying the floor slats. 

1994 Rupertswood Gift 

The Society was approached to take part in this 
special event on Saturday 26 March 1994 at the 
Salesian College, Sunbury. This involved running 
the cable car on a temporary track within the 
school grounds, giving rides. Our Mark III bus ran 
a number of trips from the school giving tours of 
Sunbury and district. Our Mark VI bus acted as 
the sales outlet for the day. 

The day was such a success that we have been 
invited back in November for the school fete. 

Elizabeth Street Terminus 

The Minister for Transport reecently asked if we 
could provide some old tram photographs to be 
displayed at the new Elizabeth Street tram 
terminus in the city. Keith Kings provided phots 
of the terminus in the early 1960s and pictures of 
various trams in the 1940s and 1950s. Go and 
have a look! 
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ST KILDA 
Australian Electric Transport Museum 
GPO Box 2012, Adelaide, SA 5001 

From Col Symour 

Toastrack 42 

The first few months of 1994 have seen a hive of 
activity to complete the reconstruction of 
Toastrack 42 in time for its official launch in 

April by the South Australian Minister for 
Transport, Ms Diana Laidlaw. All that remains to 
be completed in the final few weeks is the gold 
leaf line work on the seat ends and aprons. 

The tram became operational again in February 
1994 for the first time since 1986 following 

The pace of reconstruction was just beginning to pick up on toastrack 42 when this 
photo of the tram was taken at the rear of the bodyshop in November 1993. The tram 
subsequently exchanged positions in the bodyshop with car 111 to enable it to be 
taken out of the body shop for its test runs. PAUL SHILLABEER 
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Toastrack 42 in March 1994 after the crossbench seats and steps had been refitted. Some 
of the cast seat ends have also been fitted and a start has been made on the lining out. 

PAUL SIIII.LABEER 

An interior view of toastrack 42 showing the newly refitted crossbench seats. 
PAULSHILLABEER 
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reassembly of the air brakes and braking 
assembly. Further tests were carried out each 
weekend in March in non-passenger service. 

many tasks have been completed over the past 
few months. The seat ends have been fitted after 
welding work to correct a design fault - the seat 
ends were cast for the Museum in the early 1980s. 
All exterior paintwork has been completed. The 
eight crossbench seats manufactured in the 1980s 
have been fitted - the two end bulkhead seats are 
original. The ceiling side veneers are in place. All 
the handrails, from A and C type cars, have been 
fitted and the brass fittings on the handrails have 

One-hundred-year-old former MTT conductor, 
motorman, despatcher and inspector happily stands 
at the controls of dropcentre 264 on Sunday 30 
January 1994. RON WHITE 

been polished and fitted. Window sashes and 
glazing are installed. All interior decorative 
beading has been refitted. 

The K35JJ controllers, modified for two-motor 
use, have been cleaned down, repainted and the 
covers revarnished. The brass controller handles 
have been polished and fitted with a wooden 
handle component. New steps have been 
manufactured and fitted. Bell cord runners to a 
new design have been ordered from a brass 
foundry. 

The final finishing has been complicated as the 
only "plans" available to follow are a few 
photographs from the 1909-1911 era. 

Toastrack 42 was tested in passenger traffic for 
the first time on Easter Monday, 4 April 1994, one 
week before its official launch. The car ventured 
out of the depot at 4.00pm and ran in convoy with 
C 186. forty-five passengers travelled on the tram 
on its first passenger trip since 1935. Car 42 also 
ran the last trip of the day and completed a non-
passenger training run. The purpose of the 
unofficial passenger trips was to gain some 
experience with footboard working at St Kilda. 

AETM operations require the punching and 
issuing of tickets on each trip. For safety reasons, 
footboard working will not be allowed while the 
car is in motion. Conductors will be required to 
check tickets before the car commences each 
journey. 

100 Year Old Trammie 

The Museum had a special visitor in lanuary 
1994. Percy Saunders, a former Metropolitan 
Tramways Trust conductor, motorman, despatcher 
and inspector, turned 100 on 17 January 1994. He 
attended the museum with a large contingent of 
family members as part of his birthday 
celebrations. 

Percy joined the MTT as a conductor in 1920. 
He was appointed a despatcher in 1947 and then 
Inspector 1st Class. He retired in 17 January 1959. 

Percy spent most of the afternoon at the museum 
and rode four of the five trams in service; only the 
high steps on D type 192 proved too difficult for 
him. 
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